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Australian International School Hong Kong (AISHK) has proudly offered students the New South Wales Education 
Standards Authority (NESA) Higher School Certificate (HSC) since 2000 and the International Baccalaureate (IB) 
Diploma program since 2006. In the ensuing years, over 900 students have completed their senior studies at AISHK 
in one of the two programs and have graduated as well-rounded, confident and principled young adults, destined to 
become dynamic contributors to their chosen fields and within the wider community.

As your child enters Year 11, choosing between the HSC and IB is a significant decision and milestone. Both programs 
are highly regarded internationally and offer entry into the most prestigious universities and colleges worldwide. Most 
importantly, each program provides the opportunity for students to select a pathway that is most appropriate to their 
individual strengths and preferences.

This handbook has been compiled to assist prospective Year 11 and Year 12 students and their parents in making 
informed decisions about the final years of schooling. It provides a broad introduction to the HSC and IB Diploma 
programs of study, highlighting key similarities and differences between the two courses of study. Additionally, our 
2021 Senior Course Offerings booklet offers overviews of all available subject offerings in both the HSC and IB. Further 
elaboration will be provided in information sessions conducted with both students and their parents. Advice about the 
subject selection process and relevant key dates and deadlines will also be provided.

Years 11 and 12 at AISHK build on the foundations established in Years 7 to 10. Both the HSC and IB are designed to 
prepare students for university entry at the highest level possible, for further education and training or entry into the 
workforce. Studies at AISHK are thus highly focused, with a strong expectation that students will work hard and commit 
themselves to active and productive participation in every class, with a view to achieving personal best outcomes.

AISHK recognises that learning is a partnership. As such, the school promotes a culture of interdependence where 
students have the opportunity to grow personally and academically in a values-based environment, developing the 
emotional intelligence, maturity and inclusiveness necessary to meet challenges and embrace opportunities beyond 
their time at AISHK.

Despite our relatively small size, AISHK offers a wide variety of senior courses that cater for the different interests and 
ability levels of our diverse student population. Students should choose a course appropriate to their individual needs 
and abilities; once chosen, the school asks no more than that students work to the very best of their ability in their 
chosen courses of study.

Peter Phillips | Dean of Studies

Welcome to Years 11 and 12 at AISHK
FROM THE DEAN OF STUDIES
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The New South Wales Education Standards Authority (NESA) 
Higher School Certificate (HSC) is the highest educational 
award to be gained in New South Wales schools. It is an 
internationally recognised credential that provides a strong 
foundation for the future, whether students wish to pursue 
tertiary qualifications, vocational training or employment.

The standards-based HSC offers syllabuses that set clear expectations of what students must learn and measures 
performance against set standards. Marks in each course are reported against descriptive performance bands 
(Bands 6 to 1, with 6 the highest) that show what students know, understand and can do.

AISHK offers a generous selection of subject choices within the HSC curriculum. The HSC program of study 
provides a curriculum structure which fosters the intellectual, social and moral development of students, in 
particular developing their knowledge, skills, understanding and attitudes in the fields of study they choose and 
their capacity to manage their own learning.

NESA syllabuses for Stage 6 English, Mathematics, Science and History include Australian curriculum content and 
reflect the new directions of stronger HSC standards reforms. 

Most courses offered for the Higher School Certificate at AISHK have a 2 unit Preliminary (Year 11) and a 2 unit 
HSC (Year 12) component. 2 unit courses require approximately 120 hours of classroom study per year. We also 
offer HSC extension courses in subjects which are 1 unit courses requiring approximately 60 hours of classroom 
instruction per year. Extension study at AISHK is currently available in English, Mathematics, Music and Chinese.

To qualify for enrolment in the Higher School Certificate program of study a student must first have completed 
the NESA Stage 5 (Years 9 and 10) or an equivalent course of study. This shows that a student has completed the 
mandatory curriculum requirements and has gained at least the basic knowledge and skills required to attempt 
senior study.

To be eligible for the award of the Higher School Certificate a student must satisfactorily complete at least 12 units 
in the Preliminary study pattern and at least 10 units in the HSC study pattern.

Academic Integrity
All work presented in assessment tasks and external examinations (including submitted works and practical 
examinations) must be a student’s own or must be acknowledged appropriately. Malpractice, including plagiarism, 
could lead to students receiving zero marks and will jeopardise their Higher School Certificate results.

Eligibility for Language Courses
There are specific eligibility rules for all HSC language courses and it is the responsibility of all students to ensure 
that they are eligible to undertake the courses for which they have entered. This may mean consulting with the 
Head of Chinese or the Head of French to confirm eligibility.

(HSC)
THE HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE
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School-based Assessment
For most NESA developed courses, school-based assessment throughout the HSC course contributes 50% of 
a student’s HSC mark, and is reported on the student’s Record of Achievement. For each course at AISHK, the 
school prepares and administers an assessment program in accordance with the syllabus. The syllabus identifies the 
components of the course to be assessed and their weightings. The timing and weighting of tasks is determined 
by the school. Assessment tasks are designed to measure knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to a wide 
range of outcomes. When students begin their HSC course, they will be provided with details of all assessment 
tasks, including weighting and due dates.

HSC Examinations
A student’s examination mark for NESA Developed Courses is based on his/her performance in the external HSC 
examination. The examination may involve more than one component, such as a written examination, a submitted 
work or a practical examination. There is no external HSC examination for NESA Endorsed Courses.

School-based Assessment
For most NESA developed courses, school-based assessment throughout the HSC course contributes 50% of 
a student’s HSC mark, and is reported on the student’s Record of Achievement. For each course at AISHK, the 
school prepares and administers an assessment program in accordance with the syllabus. The syllabus identifies the 
components of the course to be assessed and their weightings. The timing and weighting of tasks is determined 
by the school. Assessment tasks are designed to measure knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to a wide 
range of outcomes. When students begin their HSC course, they will be provided with details of all assessment 
tasks, including weighting and due dates.

HSC Examinations
A student’s examination mark for NESA Developed Courses is based on his/her performance in the external HSC 
examination. The examination may involve more than one component, such as a written examination, a submitted 
work or a practical examination. There is no external HSC examination for NESA Endorsed Courses.

Reporting Achievement
For most NESA developed courses with an external HSC examination, achievement will be reported against 
standards that clearly describe the level of knowledge, skills and understanding reached by the student. The 
assessment mark and examination mark will be averaged to give a HSC mark. For two-unit courses, the mark will 
be on a scale from 0 to 100. All students who reach the minimum standard expected in a course are awarded at 
least 50. A mark of 50 or more will be accompanied by a description, in a performance band, of the standard the 
mark represents.

HSC Documentation
In the December following the HSC external examinations, HSC results will be available to students via the internet, 
SMS text message and automated telephone services. Students will also receive a Higher School Certificate Student 
Results Summary showing course results and eligibility for the HSC. The package containing HSC documentation 
will be posted to students in January.

University Admission
The Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) is calculated by the universities. Students wishing to have an ATAR 
calculated must ensure that this is recorded on their HSC Confirmation of Entry. NESA passes this information to 
the Universities Admissions Centre (UAC). For further information visit the UAC website at www.uac.edu.au

[Extracted from: Rules and Procedures for Higher School Certificate Candidates © NESA NSW]
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(IBDP)

THE INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE 
DIPLOMA PROGRAM 

The International Baccalaureate Organization 
(IBO) was established in 1968 and is a non-profit, 
international educational foundation registered in 
Switzerland. The IBO aims to develop inquiring, 
knowledgeable and caring young people who 
help to create a better and more peaceful world 
through intercultural understanding and respect.

The IBO works with schools, governments and international organisations to develop challenging programs of 
international education and rigorous assessment. These programs encourage students across the world to become 
active, compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be 
right.

Candidates for the IB Diploma must satisfy assessment requirements in six subjects, each studied over a period of 
two years. The six subjects must be selected from the six groups shown in the diagram below.
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Students enrolled in the IB Diploma are required to study six subjects in total. At least three subjects (but no more 
than four subjects) are studied at Higher Level (240 hours of classroom instruction over the two years of the 
program) with the remaining subjects studied at Standard Level (150 hours).

In addition to the six subjects, candidates for the IB Diploma must:

• Take a course in, and submit the required assessment in, Theory of Knowledge (TOK), for which the IBO 
recommends at least 100 hours of teaching over the two-year period of the Diploma Program

• Complete an approved program of extra-curricular activities known as Creativity, Activity and Service (CAS)

• Complete and submit for assessment an extended essay in a subject available for this purpose. Work on the 
essay, which is expected to occupy approximately 40 hours, must be done under the direct supervision of an 
appropriate teacher at the school.

Class Contact Time
Higher Level courses are timetabled at eight one-hour periods per ten-day cycle while Standard Level courses are 
timetabled at six one-hour periods per ten-day cycle. This enables students at AISHK to meet the requirements set 
by the IBO for 240 hours of class contact time for Higher Level subjects and 150 hours for Standard Level subjects 
across the two years. Additionally, four periods per cycle are allocated to contact time with the TOK teacher. 
Contact time also includes opportunities where students are able to discuss and seek clarification on courses and 
assessment procedures and, depending on the nature and level of the subject, time for personal research and 
revision.

Non-contact Periods
Students are expected to spend non-contact time purposefully, preferably engaged in personal research, study or 
revision. The school library should be the place of focus for much of a student’s work.

Academic Integrity
AISHK staunchly promotes the values of honesty, trust, respect and responsibility. Academic integrity is the 
commitment to uphold these values. When submitting any work for assessment towards the IB Diploma, students 
are expected to declare what they are submitting is their own work and that they have acknowledged each use of 
the words, graphics, or ideas of another person, whether written or oral.

Malpractice most commonly involves collusion or plagiarism. However, there are other ways in which a student 
may engage in malpractice including:

• Paraphrasing another person’s work without acknowledging the sourcE

• Fabricating data for an assignment

• Taking unauthorised material into an examination room (for example, an electronic device other than a permitted 
calculator) copying the work of another candidate

• Failing to comply with the instructions of the invigilator or other member of the School’s staff responsible for 
the conduct of the examination

• Using an unauthorised calculator during an examination.

[Extracted from Academic Honesty: Guidance for Schools, 2018, published by the IBO, p. 3]
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How is the IB Diploma Program Assessed?
Assessment for the IB Diploma is criterion-referenced, not “norm” referenced. This means that students’ knowledge 
is assessed according to achievements against a set of known criteria and not against the performance of other 
students. In order for students to have the opportunity to demonstrate their abilities, a variety of assessment 
methods, which take into account different learning styles and cultural experiences, is used.

All subjects are externally examined. All subjects also require internal assessment which involves an external 
moderation procedure to ensure uniform standards are maintained. Varying from subject to subject, 70-80% of 
the final mark is assessed externally and 20-30% internally. 

Each of the six subjects offered is graded on a points scale of 7 to 1, 7 being the highest.

Award of the Diploma
All assessment components for each of the six subjects and the additional or ‘core’ IB Diploma requirements must 
be completed in order to qualify for the award of the IB Diploma. A diploma will not be awarded to a student with 
less than 24 points. 

Issue of IB Results to Students
All IB students are issued with a Personal Identification Number (PIN) which allows them to access their results 
online. Staggered release of results to students on https://candidates.ibo.org occurs from 12:00 noon Greenwich 
Mean Time (GMT) in mid-December following the completion of the external examinations.

A university, college or admissions centre may require evidence of a student’s results directly from the IB. On 
request, the results for a student will be sent directly to the institution in electronic or paper format (a transcript 
of grades).

Form of the IB Diploma Document
Successful IB Diploma candidates will receive an IB Diploma and the document Diploma Results listing the total 
diploma score, the subject grades, the points awarded for the combination of theory of knowledge and the extended 
essay, and the completion of a CAS program. This documentation is mailed to AISHK in mid-February each year 
and then either collected in person by the student or a family member (preferably) or sent to a nominated address 
via secure mail.

[Handbook of Procedures for the Diploma Programme © International Baccalaureate Organization]

University Admission
IB Diploma students are not eligible to receive an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR). An ATAR is only 
calculated for students sitting an Australian Year 12 qualification.

However, all IB Diploma students are eligible to apply for enrolment at universities worldwide. The IB Diploma is 
recognised by all major tertiary institutions in Australia and most accept IB Diploma results as an equivalent to an 
Australian Year 12 qualification. Students’ IB results will be used as a ranking system instead of an ATAR. In some 
cases, higher education institutions use a conversion scale to convert IB scores to ATAR.

Some universities offer advanced placement, credit and bonus schemes for both HSC and IB Diploma students. 
More information about the IB and Australian rankings can be found on the UAC website at www.uac.edu.au, 
which includes a conversion scale of IB results to ATAR rankings.
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The following information is provided to assist students and their parents to make an informed decision about the 
important choice between the Higher School Certificate and the International Baccalaureate programs of study.

Why does AISHK offer both programs?
AISHK is committed to offering our students as wide a choice of appropriate options as possible. Both the HSC 
and IB offer students a different experience with different emphases and opportunities. For the School, the IB 
provides an important international benchmark of quality. If our students do well in the IB, it confirms what we 
believe already, namely that the quality of education provided at AISHK is of a standard commensurate with the 
best schools in the world. 

Similarly, we are able to benchmark HSC results against NSW and Australian outcomes, providing further validation 
of both the standards achieved by students at AISHK undertaking studies in the HSC and the broader school 
commitment to excellence.

What are the similarities?
AISHK provides strong support for both programs and each is well resourced. Both courses of study are excellent 
academic credentials which offer seamless transition to tertiary study both within Australia and globally. Both 
programs use “standards referencing”, awarding marks based on the degree to which students can demonstrate 
mastery of clearly defined, explicit standards.

HSC or IB?
MAKING THE CHOICE
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Why might a student prefer the HSC?
• The HSC is the traditional pre-tertiary credential for students in New South Wales and is well understood by 

the community, parents and employers, particularly within Australia. Many students at AISHK have friends or 
family members who have studied, or are currently studying, for the HSC who can share their experiences.

• Every university throughout Australia and universities globally accept the HSC credential. There is considerable 
flexibility offered to HSC students in unusual circumstances or personal difficulty.

• The HSC offers a very wide curriculum with subjects ranging from the highly academic to the highly creative.
• As a very broad credential, the HSC also caters for those who are not destined for university and would prefer 

to undertake some vocational subjects or pursue employment opportunities upon completion of their studies 
at AISHK

• The HSC has very few rules around breadth of subject choice, and the only compulsory subject is English. It is 
thus easier for students who wish to specialise in areas such as Maths/Sciences, Humanities or the Creative 
Arts to do so in the HSC stream.

• The emphasis on independent learning in the IB program is not suitable for all students. Students who prefer 
to be mentored more closely by their teacher would probably be happier in the HSC program.

• The HSC includes a 50% Assessment component in each subject, where students earn marks for tasks 
undertaken throughout Year 12. The fact that the external HSC Examinations fulfil 50% of the final result can 
help reduce the stress associated with those major examinations.

Why might a student choose the IB?
• The IB requires students to complete a broad range of subjects. English, Mathematics, a Science, a second 

language, and a Humanities subject are all compulsory.
• IB subjects can either be studied at Higher or Standard Level, with a requirement to study at least three Higher 

Level subjects. This creates a demanding but highly rewarding pattern of study for many students.
• The IB delegates to students a great deal of responsibility for their own learning. The opportunity and challenge 

of working independently are very appealing to some students.
• The ‘core’ requirements of the program (the Extended Essay, Theory of Knowledge and Creativity, Activity and 

Service) emphasise ‘the whole person’ as a learner.

Choosing Subjects
The choice of subjects for Years 11 and 12 can be somewhat overwhelming to students in Year 10. Only some 
students have a clearly imagined academic pathway and most are unsure of what they would like to do after school. 
There are therefore some important principles to consider when choosing a program of study for Years 11 and 12.

• Check any prerequisites outlined in this handbook for studying a particular subject. Prerequisites are courses 
which must have been completed previously, or grades which must have been achieved, before a student can 
consider enrolling in a particular subject.

• Seek advice concerning careers. All students should use the guides published by the various university 
admission centres within and outside Australia, to familiarise themselves with the requirements stipulated for 
entrance into the various courses offered. The School’s Careers Advisors can assist in this regard and will make 
a copy of these guides available to each student.

• Where possible, keep options open. Narrow specialisation is only advisable if a student is certain of his or 
her future academic pathway. However, students who are unsure of what they wish to do after school - the 
majority - should choose a balanced program of study, thereby avoiding decisions which may later be regretted.

• Students should choose subjects which they enjoy and find interesting. Personal engagement and curiosity 
is the best way of motivating oneself to commit two intensive years to the study of a subject. Students 
who choose certain subjects because they think this will give them some statistical advantage in university 
admission often commit themselves to two years of unhappiness, studying subjects in which they have little 
real interest or ability.

• Seek as much advice as possible and be informed. Heads of Departments, the Careers Advisors, Heads of 
Year, the Dean of Studies and current senior students can all offer useful advice in the selection of appropriate 
senior courses.
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ENGLISH
Compulsory, offered at various levels, including Extension 1 (and Extension 2 in Year 12)

MATHEMATICS
Compulsory, offered at various levels, including Extension 1 (and Extension 2 in Year 12)

SCIENCES
Physics, Biology, Chemistry (all 2 unit courses)

LANGUAGES
Chinese and French, offered at various levels, with Extension course offered in Chinese in Year 12

CREATIVE INDUSTRIES
Design and Technology, Visual Arts, Software Design and Development (all 2 unit courses)

HUMANITIES
Modern History, Legal Studies, Economics, Business Studies, Geography (all 2 unit courses)

MUSIC
With Extension course offered in Year 12

PDHPE

1 UNIT COURSES
Visual Design and Sports, Lifestyle and Recreation (Year 11 only)

HSC COURSE OFFERINGS 2021

In Year 11, HSC students must study an English and Mathematics course, as well as four other 2 unit 
subjects. 
They have the option to study an additional extension course in English and Mathematics, or either of 
the 1 unit Visual Design or Sports, Lifestyle and Recreation courses. 

In subjects where there are different courses with different levels of difficulty, students should act on 
the advice of their subject teachers and relevant Heads of Department.

The following HSC subjects will be offered at AISHK in 2021, depending on minimum course enrolment 
numbers:



The IB Diploma Program is a two year course. Students study six subjects, each worth a maximum of 7 
points towards their final diploma score. Additionally, the core requirements of Theory of Knowledge, 
the Extended Essay and Creativity, Activity, Service must be completed and together contribute the final 
3 points of an IB diploma score out of 45. Students must study one subject from each of Groups 1-5, 
with their sixth subject coming from either Group 6, or a second subject from one of Groups 3-5. At 
least three of the six subjects must be studied at Higher Level, with some students opting to complete 
four Higher Level subjects.

The following IB subjects will be offered at AISHK in 2021, depending on minimum course enrolment 
numbers:

IB COURSE OFFERINGS 2021

GROUP 1
English A or Chinese A, offered at either Higher or Standard Level

GROUP 2
Chinese B or French B, offered at either Higher or Standard Level; Chinese ab initio Standard Level or 
French ab initio Standard Level

GROUP 3
Business Management, History, Economics, Psychology (all offered at either Higher or Standard Level)

GROUP 4
Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Design and Technology (all offered at either Higher or Standard Level)

GROUP 5
Mathematics – two courses of varying degree of difficulty, both offered at Higher or Standard Level

GROUP 6 
Music, Visual Arts (offered at either Higher or Standard Level)

THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE
Compulsory, 2 x 1-hour classes per week
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3A Norfolk Road, Kowloon Tong, Kowloon, Hong Kong


